UK Prime Ministers during my lifetime.

By Malcolm Mackley

| was born in 1947, and it took around 20 years before | became aware of or
interested in UK political issues. Subsequently, various Prime Ministers have
come and gone, and itis only now, (2026) at the age of 78, that | realise just how
important countries’ prime ministers are! Below is a list of the PMs that have
been a part of my life, together with brief points that summarise my view of
them.

Sir Edward Heath Conservative 1970 to 1974

e Batchelor without much of a sense of humour.

e Notable sailor of ‘Morning Cloud’ sailing team.

e Miners’ strike where he took on the Unions.

e Not a popular PM, but he had the foresight to see the strategic military
importance of joining the EU. (European Union)

e Agood man dedicated to his countries interest

Harold Wilson Labour 1974 to 1976
Labour 1964 to 1970



https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-prime-ministers/edward-heath
https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-prime-ministers/harold-wilson

e Smooth operator. Married.
o Wiff of scandal about his secretary.
e Dedicated politician with the interests of his country at heart.

James Callaghan Labour 1976 to 1979
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e Pragmatic operator, married.
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e Dedicated politician with the interests of his country at heart.

Baroness Thatcher Conservative 1979 to 1990

e Dominant long serving lady PM. Married to Dennis.

e Tookon coal miners, (in particular, Arthur Scargill).

e Privitisation carried out without safeguards on UK assets (water,
energy, electricity, gas)

e Maggie certainly rattled the cage. We are currently paying the
price (water in particular) in her belief on ‘the privatisation of
everything’.

e Falklands war was dangerous and she just about got away with it.

e Bernard Ingham was the first of an influential breed of political
advisors in Number 10 Downing St.


https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-prime-ministers/james-callaghan
https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-prime-ministers/margaret-thatcher

The Rt Hon Sir John Major KG CH Conservative 1990 to 1997

e Dominated by Conservative party anti EEC (European Economic
Community) in-fighting.

e Backto basics.

e Loved cricket and had a sense of humour.

e Married but had a political affair.

e Dedicated politician with countries interest at heart.

The Rt Hon Sir Tony Blair KG Labour 1997 to 2007

e Long serving PM. Married to Cherie a civil rights lawyer.

e Wanted 60% of population to go to University. Made many polytechnics
into universities. Resulting in contributing to the demise of UK university
quality.

e Damaging reputational debate on Iraqg weapons of mass destruction.

e Had an aggressive Nos 10 Political Advisor, Alistair Campbell.

e Handled Princess Diana’s death well.


https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-prime-ministers/john-major
https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-prime-ministers/tony-blair

The Rt Hon Gordon Brown Labour 2007 to 2010

e Long, ‘energy consuming’ battle to be PM.

e Introduced student loans (Whilst Chancellor of Exchequer during Blair
Government, in order to get cost of universities ‘off the governments
books?). As a result, weakened university funding which now in (2026) is
an utter mess.

e Clever chap, something of a ‘curates’ egg’.

The Rt Hon Lord Cameron Conservative 2010 to 2016

e Conservative toff (Oxford Univ) with a lot of self-interest.

e During Lib Dem coalition increased University fees.

e Losing Brexit referendum resulted in him resigning. (He could have
introduced say a 55 or 60% necessary majority, not just a ‘first past the
post’ 50%).

e Seemed to be interested in himself as well as his country.


https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-prime-ministers/gordon-brown
https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-prime-ministers/david-cameron

The Rt Hon Theresa May Conservative 2016 to 2019

e Tried hard, but Conservative party European split returned as a major
party issue.

The Rt Hon Boris Johnson 2019 to 2022

e Aclever clown (Oxford Univ) with a silly haircut. Arrogant, entitled.

e Covid, Dominic Cummings (Oxford), Carrie Johnson, all led to disaster
in number 10.

Wrong to bring Cameron back into Government.

The Rt Hon Elizabeth Truss 2022 to 2022



https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-prime-ministers/theresa-may

e Adisaster, (Oxford Univ, PPE)
e Arrogant, silly and too far right.

The Rt Hon Rishi Sunak MP Conservative 2022 to 2024

e Tried hard (PPE Oxford) but was unable to engage UK public.
e Toorich?

Sir Keir Starmer Labour 2024- present
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e Trying hard but not popular with public

So there you have it! An interesting and diverse group of individuals!
25.01.2026

All photos from the GOV.UK web site.



